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This is a bri ef review of recent pl ans and current status of” the adaptation
of an Air Force wide f ield GEODSS tel escope for the di scovery and f o] 1 owp
of Near-Earth bjects (NkKOs) . 97he proposed search program wil 1 focus on the
di scovery of natural objects and wi 11 proceed on a non-i nterf ernce bhasis,
i.e. avoiding any inpact. on GKODSS’ dedicated purpose of tracki ng and
moni tori ng karth orbit i ng spacecraft.

1 n Septenber, 1992, JPl, representatives had an ini tialmeetingwi th GRKODSS
personnel and saw their faci l 3 ties i n Maui where use of” GFEODSS’ tel escopes
were discussed in ternms of using these existing sensors for the detection
of NrOs. A result of these meeti ngs was a test run at the GEODSS, Socorro,
N. Mexico location to evaluate the tracking and astrometric accuracy of an
upcom ng close approach of NFEA, (4179) Toutatis is. In m d-Decenber, a visit
was made to Socorro, to participate and observe the passage of Toutatis.
Data was obtai ned wi th GKODSS’ |-M telescopes and the observed positions
were conpared with the precise ephener i s. Posi ti on measurements were
acquired to an accuracy of 2-3 arcseconds. Although not quite adequate for
astrometric observations, the results were better than anticipated based
upon the current. Ebsi con (silicon intensifier tubes) system | f we reach
an agreenent to use these Air Force assets, these older systens would be
repl aced with Charged couple bDevices (CCDhs) which would provide the
necessary accuracy for a NrO di scovery program.

A presentation was made to Major C. Bennett, col .0. Jensen. Col | Berry and
other high ranking Air Force personnel at Peterson Air Force Basec in
Col orado Springs, Co. in January, 1993. They have administrative oversight
of all of the Ar Y¥orces’s GFODSS telescope facilities in Maui , Socorro,
and Diego Garcia. A review was presented of the results from the Toutatis
tracking and astrometry tests. W proposed and requested further access
f-or evaluat jon of’ the GEODSS system so we could make serious plans to
proceed if no mpjor difficulties were identified. In parallel, with this
request-, we inquired whether a decision could be nade by U S. Space Command
for access to GroDSS and that we be permtted to use the Air Force system
in an updated version of their present con figurati on.

In March, 1993, 0Pl received approval from the U S. Space Comand, to use
the GEODSS assets with the understanding in so doing, that there would
not. be significant inpact on their mlitary space surveil lance m ssion.
They have requested details of our requirenents and have indicated that
they are prepared to work with us to resolve any issues associated wth
our use of t-he GFODSS sensors.




